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MISSION ORDERS

April 29

To: Lieutenants Funk and Bingo

Congratulations on your successful mission to reconnoiter the coastline of Guadalcanal on Friday.  Thanks to you efforts our troops can now rest assured that the Japanese do not have an airbase on the island.  However, our troops have been subjected to frequent aerial attack which we think is coming from an airbase near Rabaul, on the island of New Britain. Today you will provide wing cover for each other and attempt a reconnaissance oveflight of the Rabaul area to discover the location of the Japanese airbase. 

· Plot the compass heading that will take you up the “slot”, following the coastlines of Santa Isabel and Bougainville Islands.  As you approach the Rabaul area, use coastline features to guide you to likely airbase locations.  We expect the airbase will be located close to the coast where it can be easily supplied from ships.

· Upon launching your aircraft proceed immediately to land at Hendersen Field where both aircraft will be refueled.  

· You will then both take off to the west following your plotted compass course and coastline features 

· Track your elapsed time from takeoff with a stopwatch.

· If you sight an airfield, ship or any possible fortification, immediately make note of your elapsed time and position as best you can.

· Return to Hendersen Field and land immediately upon approach for debriefing.

· Do not fire unless you are attacked and certain the fire is from the enemy.  

Unfortunately maps of the Solomon Islands are of poor quality. What maps we have are enclosed with this order.  Please note the position of any enemy fortification you find and update the maps as best you can.

Good Luck!


Sincerely,

Admiral Bull Halsey

CINCPAC COMMANDER

